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a plain WORD OF WARNING ed by these 4,000,000 of per
with the aid of machinery, and up0tlthe members opportunity to keepFARMERS' CLUBS.

THE PROGRESSIVE FARMERS posted on the markets and tne besi
lime and place to dispose of their

;arious products. ?

1 While it improves the farmer
nfentally it has also its social ad-

vantages in bringing neighbors to-

gether frequently in pleasant inter-
course, and making them better ac-

quainted with each other. It edu-

cates the young men and boys who
in listening to the discussions get an
idea of how business is done in pub-
lic bodies, and enables them when
called upon to take part in the de-

liberations of such bodies.
It stimulates a spirit of commend-

able emulation in the work of the
farm, thus benefitting all.

In a co-operat- ive sense the advan-
tages are many, a few of which we
note :

There is a growing desire among
farmers to raise more stock and bet-

ter stock, but every neighborhood
cannot furnish a farmer who is able
to invest in blooded breeds. The
club by a reasonable contribution
from each member could do this and
own the stock purchased as club
property for the benefit of all. Thus
fine horses, cattle, hogs and sheep
could be secured at small cost to
each member.

Many farmers want to raise to-

bacco, at first in a small way. The
construction of barns, curing, &c, is
expensive. The club could build
barns, at desirable points, where the
tobacco could be housed and cured
for a number of small planters at
the same time, thus reducing the
cost comparatively to all. In these
barns the improved methods could
be applied and cost each one inter-
ested but little.

In the purchasing of agricultural
implements, fertilizers, groceries,
dry goods, &c, much money could
be saved to the members of
the club by buying jointly what
each now buys separately in small
quantities, paying the retail price
instead of the wholesale price which
they would get the benefit of by
buying in large quantities. If ten
members of the club combined and
bought ten plows, ten bags of guano,
one barrel of sugar, one or more bolts
of calico, &c, fcc, it would cost each
considerably less than if each bought
one-tent- h of the amount. This sys-
tem is now pursued by many people
in the large cities.

Thus we see from these brief illus-
trations, which might be added to,
how the farmers' clubs may be
made instrumental in benefitting
the members and communities in
which they exist, in various ways,
and in saving much money annually
to the members, which is lost to

' A. - A - A " Wtbpj n ior want oi co-operan- on. A fNJ

SOUTH CAROLINA FARMERSA

The Farmers of South Carolina
seem to be much dissatisfied with
the management of public affairs in
that State, and calls have been is-

sued in a number of counties for
meetings to select delegates to a
State Convention to be held shortly,
the object being to discuss the situ-
ation and see if by a united effort
they cannot correct the abuses of
which they complain. The move-
ment seems to be popular, and to be
gaining strength every day, so much
so as to alarm the men who hereto-
fore shaped public policy and divid-
ed the honors and emoluments
among themselves. It is predicted
by the advocates of this movement
that at its present rate of increase
in strength its friends will soon be
masters of the situation, and will
hold the power to enforce their de-
mands.

THE PRICE ALREADY FIXED.

Cotton speiMors in Liverpool
aiid New YorVhave decided that
they will graciously allow the farm-
ers about 8 cents per pound for their
cotton next fall. And thftma nnt
one farmer in a thousand who can
produce it "at that price. And yet
there are thousands who will mort
gage their crops, mortgage their
ireeaom, mortgage their labor, mort-
gage their manhood, for the glorious
privilege of raisinsr a croo. the nrice.
of which they no more control than
xney ao tne rates ot interest charged
by the Bank of England !

RhcJde Island will vote on two
amendments, to her constitution "on the
7th of April, one allowing soldiers of for-
eign birth who served in the army dur
ing the war to vote without being prop
erty owners ; the other prohibiting the
sale ; or manufacture of intoxicating li
quors in the State

tour ranroaus wouiu require a uUlll
Ber of persons representing a i)0r)n

lXlOli Oi wi,uuu,uuu ui people.
The present cost of operating the

ailroads of the country with steam
ower is about $ouu,uuu,uuu a year
utto carry on the same amount J

Work with men and horses would

fcost $11,308,500,000. These figUreg

give some iaea oi wnai steam does.
According to the census of 1880 the
total number of people in the United
States engaged in agriculture
7,670,493, of these 812,829 or 10.58
per cent, were of foreign birth. Tht

I total number in the country t m )loy.
fc 1 - A . ,.1 I. -- t
urn in manuiauiuicft niutimmeai and
Viining industries was 3,837,112 of
which 1,224,787, or 31.9 per cent.
wVre of foreign birth, showing that
theLtcndency of immigrants is to
theindustrial centres, the mechani.
calfpursuits, and not to the country
of to the farm. To this is attributed
in a great measure the over supply
of mechanical labor and the conse
quent reduction in the price of labor.

The Commissioner thinks, howev- -

1 er from the investigations of the
fcagents of the bureau within the past
!six months, the depression which
pegan early in 1882 is gradually
gearing away, and prosperity slowly
Hit safely returning.

1 The poultry product of the United
StLtes for 1883 amounted to $560,000,000.

Ir addition to this 12,000,000 of eggs

w ire imported from China, and large

ni mbers from European countries. This

w uld make our poultry product bring

$150,000,000 more than the cotton crop.

ising chickens and eggs i apparently
afsmall business, but see what it amounts
to in the aggregate.

A remarkable atmospherical phe
nomenon' is reported from the city of

Oskosh, Wisconsin, on the 19th inst. The
sky was clear with the exception of a

few floating clouds, when suddenly at 3

p. m., the place was wrapped in the
darkness of midnight. Great consterna-
tion was caused among the inhabitants,
those in the streets rushing into cellars,

"a--s if to escape some coming calamity.
The darkness lasted about ten minutes
and seemingly passed from west to east.

y Ed. Johnson, a notorious desperado,
ii Nebraska, killed his employer and
w$as pursued by a mob of 300 men. He
tlok refuge in a barn, where abundantly
s "

supplied with arms and ammunition lie

barricaded himself and bade them defi- -

knee. In attempts to capture him two

of the mob where shot dead and several
wounded. They finally set fire to the
Darn after an eighteen hours' siege and
opened fire upon him, and when the
barn was burned down his body was
found in a pile of oats, riddled with bul-

lets, and both legs and arms burnt oft".

- A number of cotton harvesters have
been invented and patented, but so far
nqne that have given entire satisfaction
when put to the practical test in the
fielcl. The latest invention of this kind
brought to public notice is one by Mr.
C. Bugg, which was exhibited in the
New York Cotton Exchange recently,
ana the exhibitions of its workings were
soj satisfactory that it is pronounced by

spine cotton planters who saw it work,
iust the thing they have been looking
'for. The inventor has organized a com
pany to build the machines and says he
will introduce them in the cotton fields
of the South the coming fall.

It would be worth hundreds of
thousands of dollars a year to our farm-
ers if they understood or would take
the trouble to pack their apples in
marketable shape. We can and do
raise as fine apples as can possibly be
grown in the Northern States, and yet
we find Northern apples selling here in
this fine 'fruit section, and at better
prices than our native apples, and simply
for the reason that they are plucked
from the trees carefully, are washed,
assorted and graded carefully, and are
packed carefully.

We like to note the progress of our
home industries. Last week a car load
of wagons manufactured at Hickory in
this State, was shipped to Danville, Va.,
which is somewhat reversing the old or-

der of things, as most of the wagons,
buggies, &c, shipped to Southern towns
and cities come from the North and
West which are now mainly dependent
for tlje best timber they use on Southern
forest?. We hope to see the time when
Southern manufacturers will supply not
only the wagons, carriages, buggies. &c,
but all the farm machinery, implements,
&c, ulsedin the South, as well as the
numerous other articles of daily use
now imported from other Rentinns '

- Thn PwonRESSiVE FarR. would

be untrue to iWlf, and untrue to all
concerned, if S did not warn our
farmers and merchant throughout
the State, againsthe dangers which
threaten seriouslyW plunge them
all into hopeless bankruptcy. ,

The merchant wMoVhas watched
the effects of the mortgage system
on the farmer heef notMe told that
it is demoralizing, and generally
leads to financial" ruin. The mer-

chant who has had experience m

this matter, would prefer general-
ly to credit the farmer who raises
his own supplies, without a mortgage,
than to sell his goods to the one
who fails to do this, with a mortgage,
because, as a rule, it is safer to do
so. Hence we appeal to the mer-

chants to aid us by every possible
means, to discourage this reckless
and dangerous system.

We appeal to our farmers with all
the earnestness of which we are ca-nabl- e.

to pause and think. Look
around you and see how many far

entangled inmors are honelessly
debt. bv failinfr to raise their own
bread and meat and nay ana ma-

nure. Can you point to a single
man in all your acquaintance who
has followed this course for ten
years and who has made a single
dollar? If so, write to the Pro-
gressive Farmer and give his name.
On the other hand, do you not know
scores of them who have been ruin-
ed by raising all cotton or all tobac-
co, and depended on buying these
things? Think of it. Get together,
organize into clubs and discuss these
matters, and look into the situation.
Get together, talk together and act
together, and strive to avoid the
abyss of ruin which is your inevita-
ble doom, if you persist in this
course. We know this is plain talk
and that many will not heed it, .but
ika Infinl it mtr olnfi1 uiwl unni0;
not" with the hope that it may aif
rest the serious attention of at lea4t
a few of our friends.

WHERE IS OUR INDEPENDENCE?

About fifty-on- e per cent, of all the
people of this country are engaged
in agricultural .pursuits, and they
pay about eighty per cent of all the
taxes. Of the total domestic ex-

ports of the eountrjfo 1885, amount-
ing to $726,682,946, eventy-thre- e

per cent, or $530,172,966 was the
product of the agriculturists, and
yet all these millions of people this
vast wealth-producin- g power is nei-
ther fostered nor protected by com-
bination or co-operati- on. The de-

velopments of progressive civiliza-
tion seem to require that all other
interests of any magnitude should
have the fostering care and guard

ianship of co-operati- on. Capital in
all its varied forms and uses, first
entrenched itself within this citadel
of its power. Miners, printers, me-
chanics, operatives in factories, em-
ployees on railroads, merchants,
tradesmen, physicians, lawyers, rail-
roads, transportation lines, specula-
tors and laborers in all departments
of industry are organizing for the
protection and advancement of their
respective interests, and why should
not the farmers organize? They
and the products of their labor are
the prey of greedy scheming and
speculation, and will always be un
til they shall employ the same poV--
cum ugciii; ji ueieustj co-operaii- on.

THE INDUSTRIAL DEPRESSION.

From the first annual report of
Commissioner Carroll D. Wright, of
the labor bureau to the Secretary
of the Interior, we gather the fol-
lowing interesting facts :

Out of the total number of indus-
trial establishments, such as manu-
factories, mines, &c, in the country
in 1885 about five per cent, were ab-
solutely idle, and five per cent, were
idle part of the time, or about 7
per cent, were idle during the year,
throwing out of employment 998,-83- 9,

or in round figures 1,000,000 of
operatives.

The wages of these unemployed
people would have amounted to in
prosperous years the sum of $300,-000,00- 0

and their earnings to their
employers would have amounted to
$7,990,716,000. ;

The mechanical industries of the
country are carried on by steam and
water power, representing in round
numbers 3,400,000 horse power, each
horse power equalling the muscular
power of 6 men, the water and steam
power thus representing the labor of
21,000,000 men. These industries are
now carried on by 4,000,000 of per-
sons. To do the work now perform- -

We note the fact and construe it
as a good sign, that several agricul
tural clubs have been tormea in an- -

ferent portions of the State recently,
and othersWe being formed. These
clubs if properly . conducted will
prove of vasbenefit to those who
belong to theni and the cause
they represent as well as to the
communuiesn wmen mey wipi, m
numerous wavs.

This is a day of organization, of
co-operati- on. There is no business,
no industry, that has not its organi- -

.
zations, IIS co-operati- ve, itts
sentative bodies, who look after the
interests they represent and shape
policies to govern them.

The men who own and operate
railroads and steamboats, have their
organizations-an- d meet at stated
periods to discuss the business situ--

tion and arrange schedules oi rates
for carrying freight and passengers
to avoid ruinous competition and
promote their mutual prosperity.

Bankers have their societies which
meet annually, or oftener if occasion
requires, to review the situation and
discuss matters relating to their
business.

Merchants have their boards of
trade to look after their interests.

The manufacturers of iron, steel,
cotton, wool, &c, have their associa
tions to look after their interests

The mechanics and laboring men
who, with the farmer, literally "earn
their bread in the sweat of then
faces" have their organizations that
they may act in concert when occa
sion requires. To-da- y the Knights
ot .Labor are wielding a might
power, such as no organization of
workers ever wielded before in this
or any other country. At the pres
ent rate of increase the dav is not
kr distant when they will number a
million of men, under perfect disci
pline governed, directed and con
trolled by heads of their own choos-
ing.

The farmers of the United States
jimber nearly 8,000,000, about

double the number of men engaged
in art the other pursuits, and yet,
stranae to say, these farmers who
are thd producers of the country's
wealthA who raise the bread and
meat, tne cotton and wool, to feed
and clothe all the others, are the on-

ly men who are without organiza-
tions tb foster their own welfare and
look a4ter the interest of the great

dnoble industry which they fol
low, but each one plods alonr in his

n quiet way, plowing, planting,
reaping, while all are at the mercy
of rhe minority, which acts in com
binations.

et us illustrate briefly : The rail- -
ad owners get together in conven

ion and fix a rate to charge p
mile for the transportation of gr
meat and other farm products, ami
the farmer has to pay it.

The manufacturers of various
goods get together in convention
and fix a scale of prices at which
they will put their goods upon the
market, and the farmer-ha- s to pay it.

The bankers assemble in conven-
tion and fix the rate of interest they
will charge for the use of money
and the kind of security, and the
farmer has to pay it if he wants the
money, and must furnish the secu-
rity.

The merchants, at least in the cot-
ton growing section, where crops
are raised on borrowed money, sup-
plies furnished, and leins given on
the coming crop, will fix their own
prices on what they have to sell and
dictate to the planter, who asks for
credit, how many acres of cotton he
must plant; and then the stock
gamblers on Wall street and in Liv-
erpool will fix the price six months
before hand what they will pay for
that cotton when it is picked and
marketed.

This is all so, and will be so until
the farmers of the countiy begin to
come together as men in other call-
ing have done and are doing, and
organize for their own interests and
for their mutual protection.

The farmers' club is the ground-
work of such organization and will
be instrumental in promoting the in-

terests of farmers in various ways.
It affords farmers an opportunity

to get together, to discuss matters
appertaining to their calling, to
learn each others methods of work,
of plowing, planting, fertilizing, cul- -
J.' 4 1 j a minvaxing, narvesting, kc thus one
gets the advantage of another's
reading and practical experience.

nicies, original or selected from
agricultural works or journals, may
be read at the meetings, thus giving
all the benefit of what might other-
wise be seen only by one. It gives
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SUBSCRIPTION :- -

$2.00 FOR ONE YEAR. $1.00 FOR 6 MONTHS
POST-PAI- D. -

Invariably in Advance

Subscribers will be notified two weeks before
their time expires and If they do not renew the
paper will be stopped promptly.

Liberal inducements to clubs.
Active agents wanted in every county, city- -

town and village in the state, write ior terms.
Money at our risk, if sent by registered letter

or money order.
Advertising Rates quoted on application.
On all matters relating to the paper,

Address

Winston, N. C.
o. To Correspondents.

Write all communications, designed for pub
lication, on one siae 01 tne paper.

Rejected communications will be numbered
ana niea, ana me numor win w uumit-u- .

not applied for in 80 days they will be de
stroyed, to secure ineir return pwsutge mwi
be sent with the appncauou. Answers w vu
sintiHos will hp Tnn(1 thrnusrh OUT " CoiTeSDOn
dents Column " when it can be done with pro-nrio- tv

Wa want lntAlievnt mrresDondents in
every "county in the State. We want arts of
value, results accoinpnsutru ui vuauc, rApcu- -
ences or value, piainiy ana oneny win. kjuv
solid, demonstrated act is worth a thousand
tneones.

Address all communications to

Winston, N. C.

Wilton, ; Jf.C, jalv31, 1886.

Tftw paper entered as second class matter at the
Post Office in Winston, N. G

As an inducement to clubs we
will send a club of six for one year
to any postoffice for ten dollars, or
to any one sending us a club ot hve,
with ten dollars, we will send one
copy one year free.

J5 We send out weekly a large
number of specimen copies of The
PROGRESSIVE - rARMER. Will Our
friends receiving these papers do us
the kindness to hantPThem
neighbor after reafnng, and thus aid
us in the circulation of our paper?
This is a fanners journal, intended
for themmd with their co-operati- on

and assistance w-t- tlh Trrake it a
l powerfor their good.

Whenever farmers in the State
desire to organize Farmers' Clubs, The
Progressive Farmer will take pleasure

giving any information it can, in
aiding them in every way it can, and
will mail, on application, forms of con- -

stitutjflfTand Dytuys for the govern
ment of clubs, thus saving, the club the

ouoie oi uramng me same.

J6"Will our State exchanges do us
e favor to call attention to the sug- -

getions OI 1 HE PROGRESSIVE f ARMER in
the inatter of organizing Farmers' Clubs
ana cosonerate witn us in nastemng
the good wosls? We willj3ail forms

constitution ana byplays for such
clubs to any farmer in the State asking
for the

The Missouri Pacific Railroad,
wnicn jav ixouicws tne ruling spirit, jmi
ploys 14,319 men.

Subscriptions are now being taken
up in Georgia to erect a. monument over
the grave of Alexander H. Stephens.

Congressman Mills, of Texas, is said
to be the fastest talker in Congress. He
talks at the rate of 215 words to the
minute. . ;

Governor Stoneman, of California,
has appointed Hon. George Hearst,
United States Senator in place of John

. F. Miller, deceased.
The local option question is agitat-

ing the city of Richmond, Va. In one
day last week a petition praying the
Judge to order an election, received
5,000 signatures.

The Goldsboro Argus informs us that
a "Young Farmers' Club" was organized
last week at Woodland, which was to be
followed by the organization of a county
club at Goldsboro. Let the good work
go on.

We publish another article this
week on the subject of tobacco culture
and shall follow up through the season.
These articles are of considerable value
to the tobacccTraisers, especially to be-

ginners.
The American Agriculturist says there

are 2,000 varieties of apples recorded and
described, but those who have made the
apple a study say that a hundred varied
ties, and perhaps as low as sixty are all
that are really desirable for all seasons
and all parts of the country.

The Progressive Farmer will be
glad to be furnished with the proceed-
ings of Farmers' Clubs .throughout the' State and will publish with pleasure.
Let the Secretaries make a note of this
and forward such matter as the Club
would like to have published for the
benefit of their brother farmers.


